Discussion Questions - Week 4


Please remind the group that the “Balanced” Series by Andy Stanley consists of 6 sessions in total. CBC is only viewing sessions 2-5. Other sessions are available for viewing on our website. 
The “Summary Thoughts” (http://bit.ly/1PVgc2f) and “5 Tips Facilitating Tips” (http://bit.ly/1PPcP6H) documents would be useful to discussion group leaders. 

You might consider downloading some additional resources on our website as well.  http://cbchouston.org/stewardship.html

Discussion Starters:
(This first discussion starter question assumes that the group considered a Giving Plan. This resource can be downloaded at this link.)
• What did you find helpful as she worked through the Giving Plan? Were you surprised at how much we're how little you currently spend on helping others?
• Who does our money come from? Why do we have so much?

Quotes and Verses:
1 Timothy 6: 6-11 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.
1 Timothy 6:18-19   Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.

“The more you feed an appetite, the larger it will get.” – Andy Stanley
“What you were perfectly happy with before, is no longer good enough.  Why?  Because you became aware of what you didn’t have.” – Andy Stanley


Questions: (if you are short on time, focus on the questions with an *)
*1. “Discontentment is robbing our generation.” Do you agree with this statement? If so, why? 
2. Has an increase in your income satisfied your appetite? How does your income level affect your level of contentment? 
*3. What is the danger that comes with ‘being rich’? How have you seen this in your life and the lives of others? 
*4. Where do you need to draw the line and be content with what you have? 
*5. What are the benefits of being rich in good deeds and generous to others? 
6. What could you do this week to fight discontentment by becoming more aware of what someone else doesn’t have? 
*7. What does it mean to honor God with your financial lifestyle? 
8. Are Christians called to live within their means or to live more simply? 
9. Does living simply equate to having less stuff or more inexpensive stuff? What do you think living simply means? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]*10.Do your current spending habits increase or decrease your capacity to live generously?
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