[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion Questions - Week 3

Please remind the group that the “Balanced” Series by Andy Stanley consists of 6 sessions in total. CBC is only viewing sessions 2-5. Other sessions are available for viewing on our website. 
The “Summary Thoughts” (http://bit.ly/1PVgc2f) and “5 Tips Facilitating Tips” (http://bit.ly/1PPcP6H) documents would be useful to discussion group leaders. 

You might consider downloading some additional resources on our website as well.  http://cbchouston.org/stewardship.html

Discussion Starters:
(This first discussion starter question assumes that the group considered a Giving Plan. This resource can be downloaded at this link.)
• What did you find helpful as she worked through the Giving Plan? Were you surprised at how much we're how little you currently spend on helping others?
• Who does our money come from? Why do we have so much?

Quotes and Verses:
 Luke 12:16-21 - And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”
Luke 12:33-34 – “Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Luke 12:15 - Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”


We will run out of time before we run out of money.” – Andy Stanley
I’m cautious, I’m careful, and I’m a planner.  No, you’re greedy.” – Andy Stanley
The rich people lost the most!  They should have given it away, at least then they wouldn’t have lost it!” – Andy Stanley

Questions: (if you are short on time, focus on the questions with an *)
1. Do you consider yourself to be rich? Why or why not? 
2. Why is it so difficult to recognize greed in the mirror? What are some of the signs? 
3. What prevents us from sharing what we have with others?
4. When have you been able to meet someone else’s needs? How did that feel? 
5. Why is it important to be a consistent and percentage giver? 
6. What are you currently giving? What would you like to give? What do you think God is calling you to give? How do you get there? 
7. What steps can you take to consistently practice generosity with your finances?
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