Summary Thoughts - Week 1


The first page is a review of Session One which we are not watching as part of Stewardship Month. Please use this information as introduction to Week 1. Page 2 contains summary thoughts on the session that we’ve just viewed. 

Balanced Part 1: Opening the Books

The 3 Laws of Balance
Andy starts off by drawing parallels between physical balance and financial balance.  He states that the 3 laws are:
· Have a reference point
· Make constant corrections
· And have a clear objective
· 
One important point that Andy makes is that if you break any of these laws while physically trying to balance, you’ll experience immediate consequences, but in finances the consequences can be avoided for years.  This is an important distinction that people need to understand: just because things are going well right now, it doesn’t mean you are doing things correctly.

The Law of the Harvest
Andy mentions that finances often follow the law of the harvest which essentially states “You will sow now, but reap later and greater.”  In short-hand, that means delayed-gratification. He also tells an interesting story about 2 farmers. We will call them farmers 1 and 2.  They both walk out onto their fields and farmer 1 plants his seeds.  Farmer 2 decides that it isn’t worth the effort.
2 weeks go by and they both have the same to show for their efforts (or lack of effort), which is just empty fields.  Does this mean that being lazy paid off?  Fast forward a few months, and how have things changed?  Farmer 1 now has a harvest, but farmer 2 still has empty fields.  In the long run, it was worth putting in the effort.

Hemorrhaging VS. Hoarding
He also makes the point that being out of balance doesn’t necessarily mean that you’re spending money like crazy, but you can also hoard money to the point where it hurts your relationships.  He also points out that many relationships suffer because the two people are on opposite sides of the finance spectrum.
Many people inherit their financial philosophies from their families and this can be a huge point of contention.  It’s hard to shake what you’ve grown up knowing.  You’ve seen your parents use the credit cards, and get loan after loan; that’s how you’re supposed to do things also, correct?  It’s important to get finances out on the table and to discuss them with each other.
One interesting point that Andy made about couples, is that in all of the years of his counseling, most couples have enough money!  I found that very interesting just because of how many people vehemently state that they “do not have enough money!”






Balanced Part 2: Reading The Fine Print


What Is Your Goal?
Like many loaded questions, there are many answers, but Andy wants to provide one simple Biblical answer that makes the process a whole lot easier.  Andy states:
1 Start with putting less emphasis on “things.”  He even suggests selling things that you love more than people in your life.  He justifies this by saying “it’s not yours anyway.  You won’t be buried with it, so why make getting rid of it so difficult.  Instead, you should get rid of it and watch the joy it brings to the next person, and subsequently, the joy your loved ones will have not being second to it.”
2 Be a good steward of it all.  Just because you tithe 10%, it doesn’t mean that the 90% left over is yours to be careless with.
3 Understand that the money that you have is God’s to begin with.  It is just placed into our care, for us to live, love, and demonstrate our faithfulness.
4 Enjoy life now with financial responsibility, but don’t be a hoarder.
5 Help others where you feel led to.
There are a lot of gray areas left over, and Andy moves on to say that really, the answer to the question is to “honor God with the other 90%.”  Unfortunately, he can’t tell us what we can do to honor God, it is up to us to pray about.  For non-Christians, this might be a very unhelpful statement, but if you dig in a bit further, think about the basic things the Bible talks about:
· Taking care of your family.
· Helping those in need.
· Being kind.
· Being selfless.
Even non-Christians can agree that those are good things to do.  Andy Stanley uses an analogy to better relate this idea of using your 90% to honor God.  If you loan your vehicle out to your friends, do you expect them to treat only 10% of your vehicle with respect and care, or 100%?  What about your wedding vows?  Did you intend on honoring 100% of your wife, or just 10%?
Pray and ask what you need to do to honor God with the money.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Take Stress Out of Your Finances
The real idea about this is to take the stress out of your finances.  Stress occurs when things are out of balance, but by implementing these ideas, you get rid of:
· The baggage of debt.
· The baggage of owing a bunch of useless things.
· Selfishness.
And you get to enjoy:
· What you have.
· Contentment.
· Taking care of your family and keeping them first.
· Financial independence.
· Helping people or causes that you thought you didn’t have enough money to help.
If your finances aren’t going the way you want, then change is what you need.  Start seeking balance in your finances.



1
Adapted from the Wealth Artisan blog site (http://wealthartisan.com). CBC makes no endorsement of the content on this website. We’ve only used the summary info to help with our discussion groups.
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